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ESTRUCTURAS

TALLER DE CONSULTA

To express past actions in
progress, the imperfect or the
past progressive may be used.
See Manual de gramatica
24, p. 380.

£Qué hacias ayer cuando
lamé? What were you doing
yesterday when | called?
Estaba estudiando. / was

studying.

60

The imperfect

e The imperfect tense in Spanish is used to narrate past events without focusing
on their beginning, end, or completion.

Mz hz_‘io era timido y de pocas
. palabras como usted.

¢ The imperfect tense of regulat_\(érbs is formed by dropping the infinitive ending
(-ar, -er, -ir) and-adding_personal endings. -Ar verbs take the endings -aba, -abas,
-aba, -abamos, -abais, -aban. -Er and -ir verbs take -ia, -ias; -ia, -iamos, -iais, -ian.

o I, ser, and ver are the only verbs that are irregular in the imperfect.

The imperfect ¢

o The imperfect tense narrates what was going on at a certain time in the past.
it often indicates what was happening in the background. -

Cuando yo era joven, vivia en una ciudad muy grande. Cada semana,
mis padres y yo visitibamos a mis abuelos.

When I was young, I lived in a big city. Each week, my parents and |
visited my grandparents.

» The imperfect of hay is habia. There is no plural form.

Habia tres cajeros en el supermercado.
There were three cashiers in the supermarket.

Sélo habia un mesero en el café.
There was only one waiter in the café.

® These words and expressions are often used with the imperfect because they

express habitual or repeated actions: de nifio/a (as a child), todos los dias
(every day), mientras (while).

De aifio vivia en un suburbio de Ta Ciudad de México.

As a child T iived in a suburiv of Mexico Ciny

Todos los dias visitaba a mj abuela en un pucblo cercano.

Every day I visited my erandmother in a nearin: villaos
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19. Los Verbos—EIl Imperfecto

Instrucciones: El Sr. Gémez le esta contando a su familia como eran las cosas
cuando €l era adolescente. Escribe lo que ti crees que €l dice en los espacios debajo
de los dibujos usando el tiempo imperfecto.

“Los domingos nosotros
y su chaperona!” "

©1990 J. Weston Walch, Publisher Spanish Cartoon Capers
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Noﬁbre
20. Los Verbos—Fl Imperfecto o el Pretérito?

Instrucciones: Las ilustraciones aqui muestran lo que hizo Paco ayer. Escribe
oraciones en espaiiol diciendo lo que pas6, c6mo se sentia Paco y el ambiente en
cada dibujo. Los verbos estaran en el pretérito y el imperfecto. Algunas de las
expresiones son: fomar un exarnen, salir de la casa, parar el coche.

Action: P(aco
Feeling: El

Feeling:

Feeling:
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ESTRUCTURAS

TALLER DE CONSULTA

The imperfect is used for
telling time in the past. See
Manua! de gramatica 2.4,
p. 380.

Eran las tres de la tarde.
It was three o’clock in
the afternoon.

The preterite vs. the imperfect

o Although the preterite and inlperfect both express pastactions or states, the two
tenses have different uses and, therefore, are not interchangeable.

Uses of the preterite
e To express actions or states viewed by the speaker as completed.

Viviste en ese barrio el afio pasado.
You lived in that neightborhood last year.

Mis amigas fueron al centro comercial ayer. ’
My girlfriends went to the mall yesterday.
o To express the beginning or end of a past action.

La telenovela empezé a las ocho.
The soap opera began at eight o clock.

Estas dos noticias se difundieron la semana pasada.
These two news items were spread last week.

o To narrate a series of past actions.

Sali de casa, crucé la calle y entré en el edificio.
I left the house, crossed the street, and entered the building.

Llegé al centro, le dieron direcciones y se fue.
He arrived at the center, they gave him directions and he lefi.

Uses of the imperfect
o To describe ad,ongoing past action without reference to beginning or end.

No se permitia sacar fotos en el ayuntamiento.
Taking pictures was not permitted in City Hall.

Juan tomaba el transporte publico frecuentemente.
Juan frequently took public transportation.
e To express habitual past actions.

Me gustaba jugar al futbol los domingos.
I used to like to play soccer on Sundays.

- . El otro conductor iba
Solian hacer las diligencias los fines de semana. borracho.

They used to run errands on the weekends.

¢ To describe mental, physical, and emotional states or conditions.

S6lo tenia quince afios en aquel entonces.
He was only fifteen years old then.

Estaba muy nerviosa pero cruzo el viejo puente.
She was very nervous but she crossed the old bridge.

Mi hijo murié en un choque.

Leccion 2




Uses of the Imperfect and the Preterite

A. Summary of uses

The two simple past tenses in Spanish, the imperfect and the pre-
terite, have specific uses and express different things about the past.
They cannot be interchanged.

The imperfect is used:

1. to tell that an action was in progress or to describe a condition
that existed at a certain time in the past.

Estudiaba en Espafia en aquella época.
He was studying in Spain at that time.

En el cine yo reia mientras los demés lloraban.
In the movie theater I was laughing while the rest were crying.

Habia muchos estudiantes en la clase de quimica.
There were a lot of students in the chemistry class.

Hacia mucho frio en la sala de confgrencias.
It was very cold in the lecture hall.

2. to relate repeated or habitual actions in the past.
— A

-

Mis amigas estudiaban todas las noches en la-biblioteca.

My friends used to study every night in the library.

Los chicos viajaban por la peninsula cada verano. .
The boys used to travel through the peninsula every summer.

3. to describe a physical, mental, or emotional state in the past.

Los jovenes estaban muy enfermos.
The young people were very ill.

No comprendiamos 1a leccién.
We didn’t understand the lesson.

Yo crefa que Juan era rico.
I thought that Juan was rich.
{

La chica queria quedarse en casa.* =
The girl wanted to stay at home.
4:  to tell time in the past.

Eran las siete de la noche.
It was seven o’clock in the evening.




The preterite is used:

.1, to report a completed action, oran event in the past, no matter
" how long it lasted or how many times it took place. The pre- - . |
terite views the act as a single, completed past event. '

Fuimos a clase ayer.” R L e L
We went to class yesterday. _ ' o T
. Llovié mucho el afio pasado. '
. _ _ It rained a lot last year.

Traté de llamar a Elsa repetidas veces.
I tried to call Elsa many txmes

Salié de casa, fue al centro y compré el regalo. - .
She left the house, went downtown, and bought the gxft

N ¢ e ¢ aban s e b ee
4

2. to report the begmmng or the end of an actlon in the past.

Empez6 a hablar con los estudxantes
He started to talk with the students.

3

~ Terminaron la tarea muy tarde.

He didn't want to do it.

" Podfa hacerlo.

He refused to do it
Pudo hacerlo.

They ﬁmshed the assxgnment very late. E §
3. to indicate a change in mental, physxcal or emohonal state at 1 &9 §
/3—31 I Q.
a definite time in the past. g5 <
' Despues de la explicacién lo comprendxmos todo L2 %’ ..‘g
After the explanation we understood everything. ~ ! ‘g 35
B " 32 2
. The pretente and the lmperfect used together
1. The preterite and 1mperfect tenses can best be understood by o
“examining their use together in the same sentence. - _§ 8
El profesor hablaba cuando Elena entrd. . - g ?g 8
- The professor was talking when EIena entered. ' ‘é o £
_ . Sy 38
El explicaba las influencias extran;eras cuando termmo la cIase . C3m 0
He was explaining the foreign influences when the class ended. oL =
Me dormi mientras hacia los ejercicios. s
1 fell asleep while I was doing the exercises. 2
In the above sentences, note that the imperfect describes the way .3
things_were or what was going on while the preterite relates a oE
completed act that interrupted the scene or action. A

. Verbs wlth special meanings in the pretente

: In the imperfect tense some verbs describe a physxcal mental or

emotional state, while in the preterite they report a changed state !
or an event. _ i

conocer: Conocl a Elena anoche. ¢{Conocias a Elena en
" met (became acquainted aquella época? i

with) Elena last night. Did you know Elena at

_ that time? .

saber: upo que ella salié Sabia que ella sali6
tetnprano. temprano. :

{e found out that she left He knew that she left
egr{y_ ear!y.

e ]_.—‘m
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pable of doing it).

She was able to do it :(ca-' :
" No podfa hacerlo.

* She wasn't able to do'it. -

t

(managed to.do lt).:

She succeeded in doing it
No pudo hacerlo.

She failed to do it.

t

" poder:







