=

N

TRB

12

U.S. Immigration Policy in an
Unsettled World
Day Two

Presenting Your Option

Preparing Your Presentation

Your Assignment: Your group has been
called upon to appear before the Subcommit-
tee on Immigration and Claims of the House of
Representatives. Your assignment is to per-
suade the subcommittee members that your
option should be the basis for U.S. policy. You
will be judged on how well you present your
option.

Organizing Your Group: Each member of
your group will take a specific role. Below is
a brief explanation of the responsibilities for
each role.

1. Spokesperson: Your job is to organize
your group’s presentation to the Subcommittee
on Immigration and Claims in a three-to-five
minute presentation. You will receive help
from the other members of your group. Keep
in mind, though, that you are expected to take
the lead in organizing your group. Read your
option and review the background reading to
build a strong case for your option. The “Ex-
pressing Key Values” worksheet will help you
organize your thoughts.

2. Domestic Policy Analyst: Your job is to
explain how your option would improve the
lives of Americans here at home. Carefully
read your option, and then review Part II of
the background reading. Make sure that your
area of expertise is reflected in the presen-
tation of your group. The “Expressing Key
Values” worksheet will help you organize your
thoughts.

3. Foreign Policy Analyst: Your job is to
explain how your option would address our
international interests. Carefully read your op-
tion, and then review Part II of the background
reading. Make sure that your area of expertise
is reflected in the presentation of your group.
The “Expressing Key Values” worksheet will
help you organize your thoughts.

4, Historian: Your job is to show how the
lessons of history support your option. Care-
fully read your option, and then review Part
I of the background reading. Make sure that
your area of expertise is reflected in the pre-
sentation of your group. The “Expressing Key
Values” worksheet will help you organize your
thoughts.

Making Your Case

After your preparations are completed,
your group will deliver a three-to-five minute
presentation to the Subcommittee on Immigra-
tion and Claims. The “Expressing Key Values”
worksheet and other notes may be used, but
you should speak clearly and convincingly.
During the other presentations, you should try
to identify the weak points of the competing
options. After all of the groups have presented
their options, members of the subcommittee
will ask you cross-examination questions. Any
member of your group may respond during the
cross-examination period.
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| Expressing Key Values

The notion of values lies at the core of
this unit. Each of the four options in this unit
revolves around a distinct set of values. The
opening two paragraphs of your option are
devoted to making a convincing case for the
values that are represented. The term “values,”
however, is not easy to define. Most often, we
think of values in connection with our per-
sonal lives. Our attitudes toward our families,
friends, and communities are a reflection of
our personal values.

Values play a critical role in our civic life
as well. In the United States, our country’s
political system and foreign policy have
been shaped by a wide range of values. The
high value many Americans place on free-
dom, democracy, and individual liberty rings
loudly throughout U.S. history. For most of
our country’s existence, the impulse to spread
American values beyond our borders was out-

weighed by the desire to remain independent
of foreign entanglements. Since World War 11,
however, the United States has played a larger
role in world affairs than any other nation.

At times, American leaders have emphasized
the values of human rights and cooperation.
On other occasions, the values of stability and
security have been stressed. Many of these
values have entered into the debate on immi-
gration reform.

Some values fit together well. Others are in
conflict. Americans are constantly being forced
to choose among competing values in our
ongoing discussion of public policy. Your job
is to identify and explain the most important
values underlying your option. These values
should be clearly expressed by every member
of your group. This worksheet will help you
organize your thoughts.

1. What are the two most important values underlying your option?

a.

2. According to the values of your option, what image should the United States project to the world?

3. Why should the values of your option serve as the basis for our country’s immigration policy?
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